Yoo Fort Bragg quake danger found
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Project reveals 2 potentially deadly faults ~ San Andreas, which devastated Fort Brage in
the 1906 San Francisco earthquake.
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. goepak (1§ Scientists have discovered two faults along  there ... it needs to be evaluated.”
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FAULTS: Trenches will be dug
to determine slip rate
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ifornia have alrcady been well
mapped.

Only a half-dozen unm-
mapped faults have been
found since the Earthyuake
Hazard Reduction Program be-
gan in 1991. Most of the efforts
have been concentrated in ur-
ban areas, particularly in
Southern California, and r-
ral areas such as the North
Coast have received scant at-
tention.

Merritts said the newly dis-
covered North Coast faults are
visible in the rock formations
of coastal bluffs, in the rem-
nants of ancient streams and
in river offsets. Merritts said
her group was originally on
an expedition looking for cor-
al fossil samples, but in the
course of their research found
evidence of ancient rivers that
had become cut off from their
sources.

The faults have been
mapped with $415,000 in fund-
ing from the college, the Na-
tional Science Foundation, the
Earthguake Hazard Reduction
Program and the Keck Founda-
tion.

During the next two sum-
mers, trenches will he dug
across the faults in an cffort to
determine the slip rate and
when the last quake occurred.

One fault, the Pudding
Creek Fault, is about 1.5 miles
east of Fort Bragg, population
7,000, running out to sea at
MacKerricher State Park.

“We worry about earth-
guakes and we worry about
them regardless of whether
they are on faults 1% miles
away or on the San Andreas
TFault six miles away,” said
Mayor Linda Ruffing. “The
city, like most communities,
puts a lot of cffort into disaster
preparedness.”

The second, called the Pacif-
ic Star Fault, is 12 miles north
and runs directly under the
small Pacific Star Winery.

Winery owner and winemalk-
er Sally Ottoson said the fault
is clearly visihle in a cove
near the winery.

“I have always thought it
was an unusual formation on
the coast, and this certainly ex-
plains why,” Ottoson said.

She said, however, that she
has not felt a quake on the
fault and isn’t worried about
one.

“] don’t think of it as a
threat as much as a natural
phenomenon,” Ottoson said.
“It is exciting.”

You can reach Staff Writer
Bob Norberg at 521-5206 or
bnorberg@pressdemocrat.com.



